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SAUDI ARABIA (al- c ARABIYYAH al-SU c UDIYYAH) 


The Al-Su'ud clan emerged as a significant power in Arabia when Muhammad I, the amir of al-Dir c iyyah in 
southern Najd (the highlands of central Arabia), lent his support to the reform movement of Muhammad ibn 
'Abd-al-Wahhab in the second half of the 18 th century. The Wahhabi movement, which sought to root out 
perceived un-Islamic innovations from the religious law (sari'ah), helped enhance the Su'udi ruler’s legitimacy 
along theocratic lines. The next Su'udi ruler, c Abd-al- r Aziz, sacked Karbala’ in 1801 and occupied Mecca 
(Makkah) in 1803. This provoked an Ottoman reaction, carried out by Muhammad- 1 'Ali, the viceroy of Egypt, 
in 1811 —1818, resulting in the destruction of the Su'udi capital and state. However, that state emerged again in 
1814 at al-Riyad, expelling the Egyptians, but then succumbing to internecine struggles and the aggression of its 
Al-Rasidi neighbors by 1891. In 1902 the exiled Su'udl prince c Abd-al- c AzIz II recovered al-Riyad and proceeded 
to re-establish Su'udl control over southern Najd and other parts of central Arabia. 

Having secured good relations with the British, 'Abd-al-'Azaz destroyed the Al-Rasldls in 1921 and 
proclaimed himself sultan of (all) Najd. Provoked by the assumption of the caliphate by Husayn of Hijaz, he 
next invaded that kingdom, and annexed it in 1925, claiming the title king (malik) of Hijaz for himself from 
1926. He then altered his title to king of Najd in 1927 and of Saudi Arabia in 1932. The second half of r Abd-al- 
' Aziz’s long reign witnessed the profitable exploitation of the country’s vast oil reserves, the consequent increase 
in its prosperity, and the gradual westernization of its elite, largely made up by the numerous branches of the 
royal family. The country has remained under the rule of successive sons of r Abd-al-''AzIz for over sixty years 
after his death, strangely combining seemingly incompatible trends like traditionalism and modernization. 

The list below also includes the fellow Wahhabi clan of the Al-Rasid, which ruled in northern Najd and 
temporarily dominated all of central Arabia. The Al-Rasidi amirs secured control over the Jabal Sammar region 
with the help of the Su'udis in 1835, but came into increasing conflict with them in the second half of the 19 th 
century. In 1887—1891 the Al-Rasidis enjoyed overlordship over the Su'udis, and even ruled the area of al-Riyad 
directly in 1891 — 1902. But military defeat and internecine quarrels led to the Su'udi conquest in 1921. 


f.1720—1725 
1725-1765 
1765—1803 
1803—1814 
1814—1818 

1818— 1819 

1819— 1820 

1820— 1822 
1822—1834 
1834—1838 
1838—1841 
1841—1843 

1843—1865 

1865—1871 

1871 

1871—1873 

1873-1875 

1875— 1876 

1876— 1887 


Al-SuTidl amirs and imams of al-Dir'iyyah and then al-Riyad in southern Najd 
Su'ud I ... son of Muhammad, son of Muqrin 

Muhammad I ... son of Su'ud I; Wahhabi amir of al-Dir r iyyah; imam 1744 

< 'Abd-al-''Aziz I ... son of Muhammad I 

Su'ud II... son of r Abd-al- , 'AzIz I 

r Abd-Allah I ... son of Su'ud II; deposed, died 1818 

(to Egypt and the Ottoman Empire) 

Misari ... son ofSu'ud II; deposed, died 1820/21 
(to Egypt and the Ottoman Empire) 

Turk! ... son of r Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad I; at al-Riyad 
Faysal ... son of Turki; deposed 

Halid ... son of Su'ud II; Egyptian vassal; deposed, died 1861 
r Abd-Allah II... son of Tunayyan, son of Ibrahim, son of Tunayyan, son of Su'ud I 
deposed, died 1843 
Faysal ... restored 

r Abd-Allah III ... son of Faysal; deposed 
Su'ud III ... son of Faysal; deposed 
'Abd-Allah III ... restored; deposed 
Su'ud III ... restored 

r Abd-al-Rahman ... son of Faysal; deposed 
'Abd-Allah III ... restored; deposed 


1 Elsewhere the descent has been given as c Abd-Allah II, son of Ibrahim, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of Tunayyan, 
son of Su'ud I; or r Abd-Allah II, son of Tunayyan, son of Su'ud I. 
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1887 
1887—1889 
1889—1891 
1891 
1891 — 1901 
1901—1911 


1911-1953 

1953-1964 
1964-1975 
1975-1981 
1981—1005 
1005—101 5 
101 5 — 


Muhammad II ... son of Su'ud III 
r Abd-Allah III ... restored as Al-Rasldl governor 

r Abd-al-Rahman ... restored as Al-Rasldl governor; deposed, died (still nominal imam ) 1918 
Muhammad III ... son of Faysal; Al-Rasldl governor; deposed, died r.1894 
(to the Al-Rasldls of Ha’il) 

'Abd-al-'AzIz II ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman; amir of Najd 1901; sultan , then malik of Najd 
and then Saudi Arabia 1911 —1953 

Kings of Najd and Saudi Arabia 

'Abd-al-'Aziz ... former amir of Naj v d; sultan ofNajd 1911; also malik of Hij v az 1916; malik 
of Naj v d 1917; malik of Saudi Arabia 1931 
Su'ud ... son of 'Abd-al-'Aziz; abdicated, died 1969 
Faysal ... son of 'Abd-al-'AzIz 
Halid ... son of 'Abd-al-'AzIz 
Fahd ... son of 'Abd-al-'A.zIz 
'Abd-Allah ... son of'Abd-al-'AzIz 
Salman ... son of r Abd-al- r Aziz 


1836—1848 

1848—1868 

1868— 1869 
1869 

1869— 1897 
1897—1906 

1906— 1907 

1907— 1908 

1908— 1910 
1910—1910 
1910—1911 

1911 


Al-Rasldl amirs, of jabal Sammar at Ha’il in northern Najd 

r Abd-Allah I ... son of'All, son of Rasid; Wahhabi amir of Ha’il 

Talal ... son of c Abd-Allah I 

Mut'ab I... son of r Abd-Allah I 

Bandar ... son of Talal 

Muhammad I ... son of r Abd-Allah I 

r Abd-al- c AzIz ... son of Mut'ab I; adopted son of Muhammad I 
Mut'ab II ... son of 'A.bd-al-'AzIz 

Sultan ... son of Hammud, son of 'Ubayd, brother of 'Abd-Allah I; deposed, died 1909 

Su'ud I ... brother of Sultan 

Su'ud II ... son of '‘Abd-aHAzIz 

r Abd-Allah II ... son ofMut'ab II; deposed, died 1947 

Muhammad II ... son of Talal, son of Na’if, son of Talal 2 ; deposed, died 1954 
(to the Su'udi rulers of Naj’d 1911) 


2 Elsewhere the descent has been given as Muhammad II, son of Talal, son of Mut'ab I. 



